Elaphoglossum praetrepidans M. Kessler, characterized by long-creeping rhizomes with entire rhizome scales, ill-defined phyllopodia, linear-elliptic, firmly chartaceous blades lacking hydathodes, and ovate to lanceolate, basifixed to peltate, denticulate blade scales, is described based on a single specimen from lowland Bolivia. This combination of characters suggests affinity to Elaphoglossum section Lepidoglossa, but precludes placement in any of the established subsections within that section.
INTRODUCTION
The genus Elaphoglossum Schott ex J. Sm., variously placed in the families Dryopteridaceae (for example, Smith et al., 2006) , Elaphoglossaceae (for example, Pichi Sermolli, 1977) , and Lomariopsidaceae (for example, Kramer in Kubitzki, 1990) , is one of the largest and taxonomically complex fern genera, with over 600 described species (Mickel & Atehortúa, 1980; Kramer in Kubitzki, 1990) . It is characterized by mostly scaly rhizomes, simple, nearly glabrous to densely scaly blades with usually free veins, and dimorphic blades with acrostichoid sori. A sectional and subsectional classification of the genus was proposed by Mickel & Atehortúa (1980) on morphological grounds, and has largely been confirmed by recent molecular studies (Rouhan et al., 2004; Skog et al., 2004) . The differentiation of species is based primarily on characters of the rhizome and blade scales, blade shape, rhizome habit, and presence or absence of hydathodes. The fairly low number of morphological characters renders species delimitation problematic, and many species groups within Elaphoglossum are in need of monographic study. In Bolivia alone, Elaphoglossum has 126 known species, 24 of which are endemic to the country (Kessler & Mickel, 2006; M. Kessler, unpubl. data) . Whilst working on a forthcoming flora of the Bolivian ferns for which Elaphoglossum specimens from the herbaria GOET, LPB, NY, UC, US, and USZ were studied, a single specimen of a distinctive, unnamed Elaphoglossum was encountered at LPB, which is described here. castaneous, 3-5 ¥ 0.3-0.8 mm; phyllopodia present but ill-defined, 5-7 mm long; fronds distant, 1-2.5 cm apart, to 28 ¥ 1.9 cm; petioles c. one-half the sterile leaf length, reddish brown, sparsely scaly, the scales resembling those of the rhizome but only 1-3 mm long and sparsely denticulate; blades linear-elliptic, firmly chartaceous, apically shortly acuminate, basally cuneate; veins evident, free, running at 50-60°angle to the costa; hydathodes lacking; blade surfaces adaxially glabrous or with scattered tricho- 166 M. KESSLER midia, abaxially sparsely to moderately scaly, the scales ovate to lanceolate, basifix to peltate, irregularly denticulate, tan with dark points of attachment, 0.05-1 ¥ 0.05-0.4 mm; costae moderately scaly, the scales similar to those of the blade surfaces but longer, 0.5-2 ¥ 0.1-0.5 mm; fertile leaves unknown.
Distribution and ecology:
Known only from the type collection made at 250 m in a region of lowland rainforest interspersed with seasonally flooded savannahs. The collection label provides no indication of the specific habitat in which the species was encountered, nor if it grew on the ground or epiphytically, although the latter appears to be more likely based on the fern's morphology and the ecology of similar species.
DISCUSSION
This distinct species has no clear affinities to any described species of Elaphoglossum. The lack of hydathodes and the scaly blades unambiguously place it in the large and diverse section Lepidoglossa H. Christ, as defined by Mickel & Atehortúa (1980) . Within this section, it keys to subsection Polylepidea H. Christ in the key of Mickel & Atehortúa (1980) , but it differs from all other species in this subsection by its long-creeping rhizomes (vs. short-creeping to ascending), entire rhizome scales (vs. ciliolate), and denticulate blade scales (vs. long-ciliolate). This combination of characters is thus quite unique within Elaphoglossum. Elaphoglossum praetrepidans is also unusual in that such a distinctive species was found in the lowlands, as the majority of species of the genus inhabit montane forests and 'páramo' habitats, and the relatively few lowland species tend to be widespread. The species epithet, meaning 'in haste, with feet moving forward, dragging the body behind', relates to the long, frondless anterior rhizomes.
